BECKET LAND TRUSY
NEWS AND EVENTS 2005

HISTORIC QUARRY DAY CELEBRATED
Higi'}!ig?nir‘.g a vear's warth of Becket Land Trust ac

plishimnents was the dedication in August of & stone monu

O

mont honori

¢ the late John Guaccione whose extensive pro

bono efforts created the quarry’s Gateway area. Also celebrated
was the insuguration of the new Histeric Quarry Walk, The
occasion was further marked by an accounting from Ken

Smith, Land Trust president, of all the many trail and site

improvements made during the vear In bis remarks, Smith
made special mention of Daorsthy Napp Schindels vital role in
the work that was done to develop the museum and the his-
toric quarry walk.

Followmg Ken's tatk, Dovothy spoke about the development

of the pew Walk, the narrative signs, sculpted posts and arti-

s

facts of signiticance. How to b

view and epjoy this new quar-
ry attraction was discussed, and maps were given out so that

participants could caplore the exhibit with guides nearby to

Arrswer L]U(.."Sﬁ{)!'}ﬁ.

The event was capped off by a festive wine and cheese recep

tiom al Ouarry Junction, stay

&

g point of all the tratls. Many
new faces were seen and o grand time was had by all!
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BECKET LAND TRUST HISTORIC QUARRY MUSEUM UPDATE 2005

by Dorothy Napp Schindel, Muscian Divector

gz{‘ ach Falf when T write this colurmn anew. [ begin by review-
ing the prior vears Newsletier. It s always heartening fand
impressivel (o note the progress made over the past months,

COnce agam Eim vear Dam happy to report that fwo miajor proj-

ects begun in 2004 are now o reality in 2005, The Arst phase of
the Seif-¢ vi.li(]_!‘(.i Historic Walk avd the Histore Charry
Brochure have both been complered.

Presently, the Self-Guided Historic Walk contains fourteen
posts topped with narrative signs, Many visitors and hikers
have already commented on how much they enjoy this special

exhibit. The beautifd granite posts, designed and soulpted by

Adlan Williams have been instalied at strategic potnts, These
sites were chosen to focuas on objects of significance and/or
places where the quarry’s stary could be highlighted. Atop cach

of the posts are parratives destgred o appeal o people o all

ns ean be wpdated periedically as we discover new

information thy nn--s‘u}iﬂ;; researcn. Featured omnsome

s irteract v ohildren to inspive them to

L}U( IO

fook for companion obiects, t'i(".stré['w fhary amed B some cases
compare them to more famifiar 20th conrury ttems,
Among the objects on the self-guided historie walk are

wooden “guy” and "ot arm” deroicks, grout piles (picturesque

hifls of jageed rock composed of the waste product of the quar
rying process), lelwheels, dritls, winches, a grout pan, rusted
trucks, compressors and wn electrical gonerator .»:h(:a.i that is

thought 1o have beer constructed from a Sears kit The defin:

“signature piece” of the quarry, s a reconstructed “guy der-

be

that fnoms aver the quarry pit site. This dervick boasty g

wooden mast of 55 feet and o wooden oo of 50 feel. The

mast was oniginatly rotated on o Sbullwheel” messuring 10412

feet in d e

Special tharks go o Nell Toomey, Steve schindel and Bve

Cholenarn, for working

expertise and endless hours of dedicated time.

No doubt you have already come across a copy of our new

brochure. The brochure was designed i collaboration with

Shirley Sparks at Your Color Connection in Lenox, We printed

S000 copies of this colorful and informative pamphlet,
Brachures can be found at the quarry kiosk, area general stores,
tewn halle, Berkshive Visitors’ In_m:au_z in Pisfield and Adams,

in addition to other places, such as the Stockbridge Visitors

Center and at local arts venuaes ;‘md {ourist attractions.

We had two very special extensive articles with photos in the
Berkshire Fagle this past summer. These articles brought us
seores of new visttors and many new participants in Guarry
Celehration Day, You will also note that the Bevkshire Fagle iy
printing a daily paragraph abourt the Historic Quarry under the
Museums Hstings,

Eemember to access the Becket Land Trust web site to find
lots of information about the lustornic quarry and the natare
preserve. Our webrmaster David Stein, is doing a fine job keep

ing the public informed abaut our educational and recreational

with me on this project and lending their

opportunities. You will be able o download maps. the
brochure, find ont about on-going and new programs, see pho-

tographs of trvorie sites, and 1<::am about quarry objects and

history.
profects is our Oral History inttiative,
]

if you koow anyvone who may be able to shed ight on the histo-

Ume of our on-going

Please contact Fee Cholmar at orallistory@he E-‘d];iaadi;"w:i,nrg
ry of the Hudson-Chester Quarry and/or quarrving in the
evkshires. We are indebted to those who have thus far been
im‘m"\»‘ic’m:d\ and fect privileged to have met them and been
privy to their rich stovies. Many of these same midividuals have
donated priceless primary objects and merorabilia relating o
the quarry. Also, should you have any information about foun-

dations that offer sranty to organizations such as ours, please

contact Ann Connell Smith, crnadl o
Lindrrusterhecketlandirust.org
Please note that we welcome vou to visit ouy offtce af the

Muilen Mowse Dducation Center, We look forward ta the day

onthis bindding, which is presenty ander senovation, will

T A 077 ~chibits (the first of

Beserse o Mg rotating

s installed for the summer of 0%, archival storage, o

wliich

Hbrary and meeting facilities. And, of course, voiuntecrs are

always needed. Wo would love your support and participation.

ffice phone number

Fhe Becket Land Trust Historic Quasrny o

=200, e-madl {Dorothy Napp Schindel, Museurn
e-mail {Fen

Drrector i historicquarny@beckethandtrust.ory
st BUT President and Ann Connell Smith, Seeretary and
grants): landtrustebecketlandtrust.org mailing address:

£2 Brooker U Road, Becket, MA (01227,

rvow BecketLandTrustorg {click on Historic Guarry).
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER STATE OF THE TRUST

Ken Smith, Presidemt

Drecember 2005

A you will read in this newsletter, this

year has seen a continuation of growth
and improvement both on the Trust’s
Historic Quarry snd Forest property as
well as cur general presence as an organ
zation, From the insuguration of the
Historic Quarry Walk to the opening of
our office and exhibit space in the Mullen
i House Education Center across the strect

&
i St

from the bBecket Arts Center, we have not

only matched pace with previous vears successes, but also

exceeded our own goals as set forth in the five year plan we
articulated in 2000

I take great pleasure in being part of such an ambitiovs and
effective group. While a board mecting doesn’t pass without

sood laughs and heated discussions, we have been able to geta

great deal accomplished and this is possible only with the dedi-

cation and hard work of the board members,

While the Trast itself was founded fifteen years ago, the
acquisition of the Quarry property in 2000 marked the begin
1if

s of & new era for vs. We are maturing past that pomt of

newness; we have an established presence in the community.

The arganizational infrastructure we have puf in place through

the help of numerous grants totaling several tens of thousands

aof dollars along with the hard work of our volunteers has
helped to create a resource frequented by hundreds of people a
J\-"L*.‘il'..

A voal we have set ferth for ourselves this coming year s 1o

develop a stronger support ba

s within the community, We
need to find o way to get the many people wha enjoy the
Historic Ouarry to feel s stronger connection to the Land Trost
a5 an organizaiion, w participate i and contribute towards our
efforts, As you will read in this newsletter, we have repositioned
the status of membership and ask that, for those of you who
haver't donated recently, to reconsider the nature of your finan.
cial support.

[ hope you enjoy reading about all thal has been done this

vear as much as we enjoyed doing it Don't forget, this is your
Land Trust; we invite and depend on vour participation in ouy
afforts and cannot survive without your financial contributions.
Thank vou for all that vou have given in the past and thank vou
even more for your continuad support for this and many years
Ly come.

Kenneth Smuth

President, Becket Feand Trust
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Man of the Beckst Land Trust Historic Quarry and Forest,

DIRECTIONS T0 THE QUARRY:

Take Foute 20 fo Becket, At the intersection of Houte 20,
Feoute 8 Morth, and Bonny Rigg Hilt Road, turn onto Bonny
Rig Hilt Foad. At a 4-point intersection, turn &ft onto
Quarry Road. Confinueg on Quarry Road, until you came to
our signs and parking area on the right.

MULLEN HOUSE EDUCATION CENTER RENGVATION

We have booun pecessary baprovernentss such as, installation of 4

new slate roof. replacement of rotted wood floors, shoring up, fevel-

ing and reinforcing the building from the baserment up. This work

Wl

should be com

[t

lenw Lawing out the slate roof o

eted this winter,

Mullen Mouse Dducation Center under reconstiucion




